
9/10/17 – Dawn Soap – “The Dawn Touch” – :30 TVC  
 
SCENE: The shores of a mighty ocean. The colors are cold, blues and grays that are more 
industrial than inspiring. The weather is calm, and the waves lap peacefully at the 
shoreline. From a distance, we see two great ships that are docked. The ships are grimy 
and weathered; they have barnacles. Both boats look like extras from a Pirates of the 
Caribbean movie (similar in appearance to the Flying Dutchman from nautical lore). On 
the beach, a medieval king who looks like Henry VIII stands with his entourage: his 
knights, jester, comely maidens, and various courtiers (the camarilla, retinue, nobility, 
and royal household). The king is wearing an opulent gold crown. 
 
CUT TO: A close shot of the king. He reaches up and touches his hand to the masthead 
of the first ship.  
 
SFX: Silence. Only the sound of the waves and a few cawing birds in the distance.  
 
CUT TO: A shot focused on the masthead. Magical sparkles begin to spread in all 
directions from the place on the masthead that the king touched. The magic crawls over 
the masthead and turns it to gold.  
 
SFX: Sweeping orchestral music, majestic and inspiring. Strings and horns lead the 
charge as the timpani underscores the power of the visual effects. (Generic orchestral 
music will suffice, though I suggest “Aquarium,” part VII of “Le Carnaval Des 
Animaux” [The Carnival of the Animals”] by Camille Saint-Saëns.)  
 
CUT TO: A shot of the hull of the ship. The magic crawls over it and turns it to gold. (At 
this point, it should be obvious: The magic is infectious; as it passes over the ship, every 
part it touches becomes gold.)  
 
CUT TO: A shot of the ship’s deck. The crawling magic turns it to gold. 
 
CUT TO: A shot of the ship’s steering wheel. The magic turns it to gold.  
 
CUT TO: A shot of the sails of the ship. The magic crawls each sheet all the way to the 
top and turns them all to gold.  
 
CUT TO: In a final burst of radiance, the entire ship is turned to gold! From a distance, 
we see the entire ship beaming brilliantly on the water, like a beacon of light against the 
otherwise subdued and gloomy colors of the surrounding environment (i.e.: the overcast 
sky and bleak blue water).  
 
SFX: The orchestra builds to a crescendo with the final revelation of the solid gold ship. 
 
CUT TO: The king’s triumphant, smug face. He turns to address all in attendance.  
 
SFX: Silence.  



 
The King: 

The Midas Touch. 
 
Behind the king, the nobility applauds.  
 
SFX: Golf clap of the nobles. 
 
CUT TO: A modern-day woman. She is standing by herself on the beach, smiling and 
looking at the king. The woman is dressed casually, in khaki pants and a button-down, 
polka dot, light pink, pastel, Oxford shirt. (The color and style of her shirt will serve as a 
tasteful contrast to the bleak colors around her). She is wearing large yellow rubber 
gloves and holding a bottle of Dawn Ultra Dishwashing Liquid (original scent).  
 
CUT TO: The woman pours a drop of the soap on the masthead of the second ship.  
 
CUT TO: A close shot of the woman. She reaches up and pours a drop of Dawn soap on 
the masthead of the second ship.  
 
SFX: Silence, except for the sound of the drop of soap hitting the masthead. POINK!  
 
CUT TO: A shot focused on the masthead. Magical sparkles begin to spread in all 
directions from the place on the masthead that the soap touched. The magic crawls over 
the masthead and turns it to clean and new.  
 
SFX: Sweeping orchestral music, majestic and inspiring. Strings and horns lead the 
charge as the timpani underscores the power of the visual effects. (Generic orchestral 
music will suffice, but I suggest something along the lines of the Dawn Ultra “Breakfast 
in Bed” commercial from March of 2017.) 
 
CUT TO: A shot of the hull of the ship. The magic crawls over it, removes the barnacles 
and turns it clean. (At this point, it should be obvious: The magic is infectious; as it 
passes over the ship, every part it touches becomes pristine, totally clean and new.)  
 
CUT TO: A shot of the ship’s deck. The crawling magic cleans it. 
 
CUT TO: A shot of the ship’s steering wheel. The magic cleans it.  
 
CUT TO: A shot of the sails of the ship. The magic crawls each sheet all the way to the 
top and makes them all billowing white and clean.  
 
CUT TO: In a final burst of radiance, the entire ship is made clean! From a distance, we 
see the entire ship beaming brilliantly on the water, like a beacon of light. Yet, this ship is 
even more impressive than the gold ship because this ship shines so much brighter. The 
light from the ship completely eliminates the gloom in the sky and the water. The gray 



clouds are blow away, and the sky turns a bright blue. The color of the ocean warms, and 
the colors are no longer subdued.  
 
CUT TO: The woman with the soap. She turns to the king, smiles, and folds her arms. 
Her smile is not smug; it is wise and proud. 
 

THE WOMAN: 
The Dawn Touch. 

 
CUT TO: The king and his people are speechless.  
 
VO: Implausible? Hardly!  
 
TRANSITION: The next scene wipes in from the left.  
 
A close shot of a bottle of Dawn Ultra soap. It sits on the beach near some rocks. There is 
an equals sign floating in the air beside the Dawn soap bottle. On the other side of the 
equals signs, there are two bottles of generic liquid dishwashing soap. The bottle of Dawn 
is large and blue, but the generic bottles are skinny and green.  
 
VO: One bottle of Dawn Ultra has the grease cleaning power of two bottles of this 
bargain brand. A drop of Dawn, and grease is gone! 
 
CUT TO: The ships on the shore. From a distance, we see all of the characters standing 
on the shore (the king, his followers, and the modern woman). It is a bright, happy day 
now; the ship that was cleaned with Dawn soap floats proudly on the water. The gold 
ship, however, is slowly sinking into the ocean, making bubbling sounds as it sinks. 
Everyone is just standing on the shore and watching.  
 
SFX: Gurgle gurgle 
 
 


